The majority of the patients were between the ages of 20 and 40, and of these 60 per cent, were males?representing the breadwinner at his best period of wage-earning life. No less than 1,560?equal to 20 per cent.?of the patients were sent direct from medical practitioners?a demonstration of the appreciation of the value of the hospital treatment by those best qualified to judge. In this way not only were the patients receiving benefit but the correspondence between the staff and medical men outside constituted a consultation, and the hospital became the centre for the dissemination of the special knowledge acquired of their particular branch of medical science. Two hundred and forty in-patients were admitted to the wards ; this, number being the smallest on record since 1891. This diminution arose from the circumstance that cases formerly regarded as beyond treatment were now received, and with the most beneficial results. Consequent on this fewer beds were available, since the small wards, containing two beds, had often to be set apart for the nursing of one patient only. The report was adopted, the committees, chairman and vice-chairman re-elected, and cordial votes of thanksaccorded to the medical officers and to the chairman. The proceedings then terminated.
